[image: image1.emf] 

HOT TIP!   If you are looking to  change  your  energy  company , you need to  check when your current  contract expires as  you  only have a specific time  window  in which you are  able to do so, otherwise  you will automati cally be  issued a new contract.    
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TVHC wins prestigious award


The Consortium was recognised as a flagship centre for                                                                                delivering the Net Gain programme at an awards ceremony                                          held by ruralnet uk at Warwick on 29th June.                                                              Fergus Arkley, Coordinator of the Consortium (pictured here                                                     receiving the award) has delivered several workshops helping                                        local community groups to develop IT strategies for their                                    organisations.


TVHC were chosen as a flagship centre as they were                                                    developing at the same time as the national net: gain team                                                   and have been identified as an example and inspiration to other centres. The Consortium received £1500 as well as the award. TVHC were praised for taking on the programme with huge energy and enthusiasm with the promise to lead the whole region if they get the chance. The Consortium was one of the first to adopt the net:gain concept for their own organisation and the first to run a second workshop ,and we have helped rural:net to understand how net:gain could be viable in a rural situation.


Could net:gain help your organisation?


Would you like your organisation to run more effectively? Could IT help you to do so?   If you would like to find out more about net:gain and how it could help you please contact Fergus on 01833 696652 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk� 



































Charity Number 1095212


The Newsletter of the Teesdale Village Halls Consortium


Giving information on opportunities, ideas, contacts and much more, for the management committee members and user groups of community buildings in Teesdale








 Teesdale Halls News





July 2006


Issue 22





Teesdale Halls News





Page 2 of 4





Funding Sources Update


Big Lottery Fund: Community Buildings Programme Update


The launch of the Community Buildings programme took place on 11th July. The programme will fund buildings that promote community interaction and self-help. It is mainly a capital funding programme to cover the cost of building your project not running it. Successful applicants will show that their building will be as accessible as possible to as many people as possible and that the local community will be strongly involved in using and managing the building. You can apply to the Community Buildings programme if you are a voluntary or community organisation (including charities) and can apply for grants of over £50,000 and up to £500,000. Development grants of up to £25,000 are available.


Information is available on the Big Lottery Fund website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk" ��www.biglotteryfund.org.uk� or from the advice line on 08454 10 20 30.





A speaker from the Big Lottery will be coming to give a briefing on the new programme to the members of TVHC on Monday 31 July at a general meeting to be held at Evenwood Randolph Centre at 6pm.





Awards for All: new limits


Groups can now apply for grants ranging from £300 to £10,000 from Awards All England. The scheme provides funding for art, sports, heritage and community activities, and projects that promote education, the environment and health in the local community. Applications can be made at any time. Application forms can be downloaded from � HYPERLINK "http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england" ��www.awardsforall.org.uk/england� Telephone 0845 600 20 40.





Community Champions


Applications are being sought for round 2 of the North East Community Champions Awards 2006. They are distributing a sum of £187,000 throughout 2006 of which £59,000 is available in round 2. Grants can be up to a maximum of £2000, for application forms and guidelines please contact Helen on 01833 696650. Closing date for this round is Friday 28th July 2006





TVHC/Teesdale District Council Small Grants Fund


There are small grants available of up to £250 for 50% of project costs. Please contact Fergus on 01833 696652 for more information. 





BT Community Connections Awards


BT has announced it will launch the next application round under its BT Community Connections scheme later this summer. The scheme is targeted at community groups to whom internet access is vital. The awards package which is worth approximately £1,300 consists of an NEC multi-media computer, one year’s free internet connection through BT Yahoo! Anytime and software provided by Microsoft Community Affairs including Microsoft Office. 


Groups interested in applying are able to request an application form that will be dispatched once the scheme is launched. Postal details should be emailed to � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@btcommunityconnections.com" ��info@btcommunityconnections.com�, telephone 020 7299 4163 or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.btcommunityconnections.com" ��www.btcommunityconnections.com�





Charity Technology Trust





The Charity Technology Trust have entered into a deal with Microsoft to supply software to registered charities for a small admin fee (usually £10 + VAT). This means that charities can buy products such as Microsoft Office and XP for as little as £12. This deal started on 1st July and more information can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ctt.org" ��www.ctt.org� 






































Aerobics Courses


Would your hall be interested in hosting an aerobics course?


Following training through TVHC, there are a number of fully trained instructors looking for venues in which to run aerobics. If you would like to find out more or register your halls interest please contact Helen on 01833 696650 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk�





An Evening of Clairvoyance                                                                    Would your hall be interested in hosting an evening of Clairvoyance? Scott, Paul and Diane travel the country to share their philosophy whilst demonstrating Mediumship and Clairvoyance.


Paul originates from Massachusetts, USA, while both Scott and Diane’s roots are based in the North East of England. They have built up a following and a reputation of being recognised as three of the finest Mediums in the country.  They have worked together now for two years on the corporate circuit and their demonstrations go from strength to strength.  


If you would like to find out more, please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:scottwilliams1@btinternet.com" ��scottwilliams1@btinternet.com�
























































Fire Risk Assessments


New fire safety rules affecting all non-domestic premises in England and Wales will come into force on 1 October 2006. These will affect those responsible for business premises, employers, self employed people with business premises, charities or voluntary organisations and contractors with a degree of control over any premises.


The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) is currently developing new general fire safety legislation for England and Wales, with the aim of rationalising and consolidating the many pieces of existing legislation and to provide a risk based approach to fire safety. The new fire legislation is called the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order.


All halls will require a fire risk assessment to be completed. A useful website that will assist with this is                                        � HYPERLINK "http://www.fpa-fireriskassessment.com" ��www.fpa-fireriskassessment.com�


This website presents a simple method of risk assessment which can be used by small to medium sized organisations where an elaborate or quantified form of risk assessment, usually more appropriate to large premises, may not be needed. 


There are 51 questions to be answered; each question requires a simple click and the questionnaire should take no more than around 20 minutes to complete.


The assessment will help you to meet your legal requirements, prompt you to remedy any fire hazards, and encourage your committee to be more on guard against an outbreak of fire.


Once you have completed the questionnaire you will be given a report which may be printed out to keep as a reference for the remedial action, if any, to be undertaken to maintain the safety of your premises.


Information can also be found on � HYPERLINK "http://www.odpm.gov.uk" ��www.odpm.gov.uk�. 


On this website there is a downloadable document relevant to village halls called Fire Safety Risk Assessment - Small and Medium Places of Assembly or it is available to purchase for £12.


Fergus will be talking about the Fire Risk Assessments at the TVHC general meeting on 31 July at the Evenwood Randolph Centre.
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HOT TIP!


Do you regularly run bars at your village hall? Are you paying too much for Temporary Events Notices? If yes, you should consider training to become a Personal Licence Holder. The BIIAB Level 2 National Certificate for Personal Licence Holders course only takes one day and takes place once a month at the Masonic Hall, Middleton in Teesdale. You may be eligible for funding through TVHC, please contact Fergus or Helen if you would like to find out more on 01833 696650. Other courses that TVHC currently offer include:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk/training-info.asp?TID=1" �Basic Food Hygiene Course�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk/training-info.asp?TID=2" �Emergency Aid for Appointed Persons�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk/training-info.asp?TID=3" �Lifesaver Babies and Children�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk/training-info.asp?TID=4" �Early Years First Aid�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk/training-info.asp?TID=6" �Moving and Handling Principles�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk/training-info.asp?TID=7" �Risk Assessment�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk/training-info.asp?TID=8" �Basic Health and Safety�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk/training-info.asp?TID=9" �City and Guilds 2377 Code of Practice - In Service Inspection and Testing of Electrical Equipment�
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New Age Bowls


A new game has been launched that may be of interest to your halls. 


New Age Bowls can be played on any flat level surface from your car park to your sports hall and there is no need for short mat bowls carpets.


The 4” bowls have a bias and perform like any large bowl; they weigh just half a pound each and are ideal to introduce people to the game. For more information and a price list please contact Helen on 01833 696650. 

















County Durham Youth Engagement Service


This service encourages the use of Restorative Justice across the County enabling young people to make amends for their offending behaviour. This has proved to be very successful in preventing re-offending and has been of great value to local communities.


If you are aware of any not for profit organisations e.g. community centres, village halls or churches, which would benefit from work being undertaken by young people e.g. painting and decorating, please contact Hugh Ward or James Firn on 01388 776685.


Site providers will need to provide relevant materials but there is no labour charge. This is a very worthwhile scheme which has enabled much work to be done to a good standard.





For further information contact:- 


Rural Network Co-ordinator:  	Marketing Officer:


Fergus Arkley 				Helen Thistlethwaite


Tel : 01833 696652               		Tel : 01833 696650


Fax : 01833 631909 			Fax : 01833 631909


e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk�	e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk� 





ADDRESS: Teesdale Village Halls Consortium, Enterprise House, Harmire Enterprise Park, Barnard Castle, Co. Durham, DL12 8XT





Visit our new look website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls..co.uk" ��www.teesdalehalls.co.uk�  for up to date information on the Consortium and the halls including full events listings.











                                            




























































































Comic Relief Disadvantaged Communities Grants Programme





Eligibility


This programme is aimed at grass-roots community organisations which are led and run by local people in a small local area. Comic Relief define a 'small local area' as a village or a housing estate with a maximum population of 10,000 people. 


Applications can be made by local community groups (with an income of less than £150k) or 


Community enterprises e.g. community employment projects, food support schemes, credit unions or community furniture projects.  





What For? 


Funding can be provided for running costs – including core costs, projects costs, equipment, refurbishment to buildings, activities such as surveys, newsletters and training.





How Much? 


Up to £5,000


More Information  � HYPERLINK "http://www.comicrelief.com/apply foragrant/communities.shtml" ��http://www.comicrelief.com/apply foragrant/communities.shtml�  











If you are interested, please contact Joyce Cosgrove on 01325 730653


 



































St Mary’s Parish Hall Design Competition – Architects Chosen





One of the member halls of TVHC has announced the winners of an architect’s competition                                                             to design a new Parish Hall for the centre of the town. Ainsworth Spark Associates, a                                                                 Newcastle based practice, won the concept design competition which captured the                                                           imagination of the town at the beginning of the month.





Mr. Peter Wise, Chair of the St. Mary’s Parish Hall Association said: ‘This announcement marks an exciting stage          in our investigation of whether a new hall is feasible. The bold modern design was a clear winner judging from people’s comments and offered a range of facilities that could serve the town well into the future.’





The competition was run under guidelines provided by the Royal Institute for British Architects (RIBA) and judged by a panel drawn from the church, Parish Hall Association and wider community. Under RIBA guidelines the panel included an architect. Each of the competing architects presented their design to the panel who then scored the designs against elements of the design brief.





Rev. Alec Harding of the Parish Church said: ‘The quality of all the designs was impressive. Ainsworth Spark will be passed all of the public’s comments along with those of the judges and their advisors. We are looking forward to developing the scheme further but there is a huge amount of background work required before we can make a firm decision as to whether any redevelopment might proceed.’





The Parish Hall Association’s next task is to work with consultants on a feasibility study for a new hall. 











HOT TIP!


If you are looking to change your energy company, you need to check when your current contract expires as you only have a specific time window in which you are able to do so, otherwise you will automatically be issued a new contract.














County Durham Foundation – changes to application process


If applying to the CDF for a grant you now need to in the first instance complete an Expression of Interest form; if this meets the criteria for one for their programmes they will request you complete a full application. Copies of the Expression of Interest form are available from TVHC please contact Helen on 01833 696650.





South West Durham Heritage Corridor Project


Groundwork are holding a number of meetings to develop potential ‘Your Heritage’ projects which will run alongside the improvements to the Barnard Castle to Bishop Auckland rail line and be funded by the Heritage Lottery’s Your Heritage Initiative. 


If your group would like to be involved in such a project and have an idea to perhaps restore historical features or retell the history of the area or provide activities that bring heritage to life, you can attend one of the below meetings to find out more:


Evenwood Randolph Centre, Mon 17 July 7pm


West Auckland, The Village Centre, Thurs 3 August 7pm


Butterknowle, Gaunless Valley Visitor Centre, Tues 8 August 7pm


For more information contact Joanne Morley on 01388 662666





Financial Healthcheck available to halls


A recent course on charity accounting showed that many organisations are not complying with legal requirements and best practice. 


Jane Ascroft, a chartered account and charity accounts specialist can carry out a healthcheck on your organisation that will examine:


A review of accounts and trustees report


A review of the accounting system and internal financial controls


A review of the governing document and whether the organisation is complying with it


That trustees know that they are eligible to act.





The healthcheck will also ensure:


That any trading falls within the statutory limits


That VAT requirements are met and efforts are made to reduce the cost of irrecoverable VAT


Compliance with employment legislation


Adequacy of insurance, licences and other legal permissions.





Each organisation will receive a report detailing Jane’s findings and any recommendations for improvements.


The cost of the healthcheck ranges from £100 to £500 depending on the size of your organisation and if you have employees. For more information contact Helen on 01833 696650











Future Meetings and Events 2006





Monday 31 July, Evenwood Randolph Centre 6.30 – 8pm


TVHC General Meeting: open to all member village halls


Speakers


Janet Thompson, Big Lottery:


The new Community Buildings Programme launched 11th July 2006 and other relevant programmes


Fergus Arkley, TVHC: Fire Risk Assessments


Renewable Energy project idea





This will be a useful meeting for all member village halls to attend.


A buffet tea will be provided.


Reneable Energy Project Idea                                                                                      











This will be a useful meeting for all member village halls to attend.





A buffet tea will be provided





   Prt Idea                                                                                      











This will be a useful meeting for all member village halls to attend.





A buffet tea will be provided








Big Lottery





Further copies of this newsletter are available on our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��www.teesdalehalls.co.uk� on the Newsletters page
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