[image: image1.emf][image: image2.png]aie

TEESDALE

DISTRICT COUNCIL



[image: image3.emf] 

[image: image4.wmf] 

[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.jpg]<EESR\Le
Villsze Fralls

CONSORTIUM




[image: image8.jpg]


[image: image9.png]



[image: image10.wmf]
[image: image11.wmf][image: image12.wmf]
[image: image13.png]INVESTOR IN PEOPLE



[image: image14.wmf][image: image15.wmf]































Temporary Event Notices Update


According to the Department of Culture, Media and Sport website � HYPERLINK "http://www.culture.gov.uk" ��www.culture.gov.uk�, application forms for the new Temporary Event Notices (TEN) under the Licensing Act 2003 have been laid before Parliament.


The notices, which can be submitted to local authorities from 10 November, are a light touch system for temporary events. They will allow village halls, schools and clubs to easily apply for, and put on, one off events involving the sale of alcohol and/or public entertainment.


Events covered by a TEN can last for up to 96 hours and must involve no more than 499 people. The organiser of the event must submit two copies of the application to the local authority at least ten working days before the event is due to take place. They must also send a copy to the local police. A TEN costs £21.


Anyone aged 18 or over can apply for a maximum of five TEN per year. Personal licence holders can apply for a maximum of fifty TEN per year. An un-licensed venue can hold up to 12 TENs per year.


The premises licence comes into effect on 24th November 2005.


For up to date information on the Licensing Act 2003 please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.culture.gov.uk" ��www.culture.gov.uk� 






































 








TVHC achieves the Investor in People Standard


We are delighted to announce that the Consortium was awarded the Investors in People Standard on 13th October. 


The Investors in People Standard is a business improvement tool designed to advance an organisation's performance through its people. 


Developed in 1990 by a partnership of leading businesses and national organisations, the Standard helps organisations to improve performance and realise objectives through the management and development of their people. 


TVHC was praised for its clear business direction; effective communications between staff, management committee and member village halls; commitment to development by providing training opportunities, coaching and knowledge sharing; developing management capability and cascading information effectively through meetings, newsletters and the website and encouraging feedback and suggestions on this information.


A celebration event will take place in the New Year to recognise this achievement which we would like to invite you all to; information will be sent out                                                about this event in the near future.
































Charity Number 1095212


The Newsletter of the Teesdale Village Halls Consortium


Giving information on opportunities, ideas, contacts and much more, for the management committee members and user groups of community buildings in Teesdale








 Teesdale Halls News





December 2005


Issue 21





Teesdale Halls News





Page 2 of 4





Funding Sources Update


Neighbourhood Learning in Deprived Communities Fund


There is funding available for groups and organisations in Teesdale who are looking to undertake a project or activity with a learning theme. The total amount available from 1 August 2005 – 31 March 2006 is £15,238 revenue and £4,459 capital. An additional allocation of funding will be available for the period April to July 2006. For further details and application forms please contact Andy Leitch, Teesdale Learning Partnership Coordinator on 01833 696243





Teesdale Skills Fund


This funding is for training to help increase the skills levels of workers in Teesdale; this can be either people who work in Teesdale or people who live elsewhere but work in Teesdale. There is 50% funding available for work related training; examples of funding that have already been given are training for tradesmen, a race horse trainer and a marine surveyor. The fund is available until 31 March 2006. For further details and application forms please contact Andy Leitch, Teesdale Learning Partnership Coordinator on 01833 696243





Big Lottery Fund Update


On 24th October 2005, the Big Lottery Fund announced a new Community Buildings programme aimed to benefit village halls and other local venues. The programme will be open for business by summer 2006. 


The Big Lottery Fund will make £50 million available over three years through the Community Buildings programme to projects across England. More details about the scheme, including information about those who can apply and how will be released in 2006. 


Sir Clive Booth, Chair of the Big Lottery Fund said: “Community buildings act as a focal point for the community and are key to promoting community cohesion. There is an established need for more and better community-owned venues that complement state-owned facilities, such as libraries and extended schools. Creating or improving community buildings such as village halls will enable local people to make better use of facilities and encourage more activities to take place within them.” Once a community building has been improved, beneficiaries could include groups and projects who need space for public meetings, parent and toddler groups, fitness, recreation, arts, basic skills training, social events and more. Sir Clive added: “Whilst this programme will inevitably focus on the capital aspects of community buildings, it will be the activities that take place within each building that are crucial and fundamental to its success. 


“We are working with key partners to develop the programme and are in early discussions, but we expect that the programme will focus on ensuring that there is good community engagement in developing and refurbishing these buildings. In addition, we want to ensure good community use and encourage best practice in terms of management of the buildings.”


We will update halls on the situation as we find out more about this funding and information can also be found on � HYPERLINK "http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk" ��www.biglotteryfund.org.uk� 









































Teesdale Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) –


Village Hall Issues


Mike Bettison, the Chairman of Bowes and Gilmonby Parish Hall is acting as the Village Halls representative on the Teesdale LSP, as well as chairing the group.


If any of your committee or user groups have any issues relating to village halls that you would like addressing at an LSP meeting these can be passed on to Mike via Fergus or Helen on 01833 696652. Meetings are held regularly and this is a good opportunity to raise any issues or concerns you may have.

































































WhereCanWeGo.com   A new online What’s On diary allows you to post your events FREE on the Internet. The website � HYPERLINK "http://www.wherecanwego.com" ��www.wherecanwego.com� allows you to enter all public events you organise or know about in your area. Simply log on to the website, then click Add Events and register your details. The aim is to make the service as comprehensive as possible and it is currently attracting around 2000 visitors a day. There are already events on the site for Teesdale so if you have any events you would like promoting visit the site for more information.




















NCVO (National Council for Voluntary Organisations) New Membership Schemes


NCVO have expanded their membership scheme by creating 3 new targeted membership packages to meet the needs of both small and large voluntary organisations.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/render.aspx?siteID=1&subSID=69&sID=19&documentID=1885" \o "details of Community membership" �Community membership�: FREE OF CHARGE electronic version of membership for all small organisations with an income of less than £10,000 per year. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/render.aspx?siteID=1&subSID=69&sID=19&documentID=1886" \o "details of the Community Plus package" �Community Plus package�: tailored package of benefits for small organisations with an income of between or less than £50,000 per year (fee starts at £38 per year) 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/render.aspx?siteID=1&subSID=69&sID=19&documentID=299" \o "details of the Membership Extra package" �Membership Extra package�: an enhanced package of benefits for organisations with an income of over £1 million (fees start at £950 per year)


NCVO is a membership organisation with over 3,700 organisations in membership. With over 270,000 individuals and over 4 million volunteers working for our members - they represent and support almost half of the voluntary sector workforce!


To find out more visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk" ��www.ncvo-vol.org.uk� or telephone 020 7713 6161
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ENTERTAINMENT FOR YOUR HALL 


    

























































































Free Training Opportunities


There are many free training opportunities available through TVHC:


- Basic Food Hygiene Course		- Emergency Aid for Appointed Persons


- Lifesaver Babies and Children	- Early Years First Aid


- Lifesaver First Aid			- Moving and Handling Principles


- Risk Assessment			- Basic Health and Safety


- Portable Appliance Testing		


- Introduction to Managing Community Premises


- BIIAB Level 2 Personal Licence Holder





Please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��www.teesdalehalls.co.uk� for more information on all these courses.


If you are interested in any of these courses or any others not mentioned, please contact Fergus at the TVHC office – 01833 696652


























Teesdale Village Halls Consortium Is Kindly Supported By:


���


��

















Everyone at TVHC would like to thank you for your support


throughout 2005 and wish you all a very Merry Christmas


and a Happy New Year!














OFFICE OPENING HOURS CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR


The TVHC office will be closed from Friday 23rd December – Monday 9th January 2006





For further information contact:- 


Rural Network Co-ordinator:  		Marketing Officer:


Fergus Arkley 					Helen Thistlethwaite


Tel : 01833 696652               			Tel : 01833 696650


Fax : 01833 631909 				Fax : 01833 631909


e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk�		e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk� 





ADDRESS: Teesdale Village Halls Consortium, Enterprise House, Harmire Enterprise Park, Barnard Castle, Co. Durham, DL12 8XT





Visit our new look website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls..co.uk" ��www.teesdalehalls.co.uk�  for up to date information on the Consortium and the halls including fulll events listings.











                                            




























































































AVAILABLE ITEMS FOR VILLAGE HALLS


From Bowes Village Hall:


Basketball ring on a stand in good condition and free to a good home –


Contact: Joanne Foster 


01833 628381





From Westgate Village Hall in Weardale: 7 Tables: 3 ft x 3ft 


Available to anyone, would require picking up.


Also used curtains, slightly faded in various sizes.


Contact: Deborah Richardson


01388 517629





From Evenwood and Ramshaw Community Centre:


Soft chairs 2 styles: 40 available at £5 each


5 large round tables £10 each


2 up to date calor gas heaters £20 each


4 office chairs £5 each


4 computer desks £5 each


1 large security cabinet to house a computer – offers accepted


Contact: Mary Prince on 01388 833715




















From Scarth Hall, Staindrop:











If you are interested, please contact Joyce Cosgrove on 01325 730653


 



































Durham County Council Education in the Community Grants


There are two main grants available to voluntary groups:


Supplementary Grants: this grant scheme will fund small minor pieces of capital work, for example moving gas and electricity meters to the outside of a village hall or the creation of a disabled toilet. Funding is available for up to 50% of the cost of the work.


Youth Work Development Grants: In line with Youth Service benchmark targets, support will be given to projects developing opportunities for young people to achieve recorded and accredited outcomes. Particular support will be given to projects making Youth Achievement Award and Duke of Edinburgh’s Award available to young people. Groups working towards the Healthy Youth Work Standard are encouraged to apply as part of the fund has been ringfenced for this development.


For further information and application forms for these grants please contact Bill Niblo at Education in the Community on 01388 662577





Thank You to All Halls


We would like to thank every hall for the time and effort they put in to completing the Village Hall health checks. All reports have now been completed and we will contact you in the New Year to discuss the actions that we will provide assistance with.





Aerobics Courses


Would your hall be interested in hosting an aerobics course?


Following training through TVHC, there will be a number of fully trained instructors looking for venues in which to run aerobics classes in the New Year. We would like to draw up a list of those halls who may be interested so we can then put together a timetable.


If you would like to find out more or register your halls interest please contact Helen on 01833 696650 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk�








�


The Active Communities Minibus


There is a new, fully accessible minibus available to help the communities in Teesdale and Wear Valley live a healthier lifestyle. It has 14 seats (plus the driver), wheelchair access via a power lift through the rear door and can carry up to 2 wheelchairs. The minibus is funded by the Big Lottery Fund and Durham County Council.


If you are a community group in Teesdale, Weardale or Wear Valley then you are eligible to make use of the bus.


To make a booking, simply ring the bus operator Weardale Community Transport Limited on 01388 528777 (Mobile 07749 610445 after 5.00pm)


The bus can be driven by your own organisation's volunteer if trained to Midas standard or if you do not have a suitably qualified person available; Weardale Community Transport will make every effort to provide a driver for you.





Fire Safety in Community Buildings


The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) is currently developing new general fire safety legislation for England and Wales, with the aim of rationalising and consolidating the many pieces of existing legislation and to provide a risk based approach to fire safety. The new fire legislation is called the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order and it is due to come into force in April 2006. All halls will require a fire risk assessment to be completed. TVHC will address this and other issues related to the new order and will provide information to all halls in the New Year. Information can also be found on � HYPERLINK "http://www.odpm.gov.uk" ��www.odpm.gov.uk�








Government Minister Praises Teesdale Village Halls


Teesdale Village Halls have been singled out for praise by a government minister. Rural Affairs Minister Jim Knight highlighted the Teesdale Village Halls Consortium as an excellent model that should be taken up by others around the country.


Speaking at the National Village Halls Forum Conference and Annual General Meeting, Mr Knight encouraged delegates to foster a network of information and support for solving the issues village halls are facing today.


He said: "Now is the time to explore our vision for the future role of the village hall in the 21st century. Many village halls are exploring some new and exciting ways in which to capture the imagination of their communities and are working hard to develop their potential for the future. Their foresight and examples of best practice are something that many more can learn from."


"Village halls have played an important part in the life of the community for a very long time. However, the really successful village halls have not rested on their laurels. They have moved forward from their initial inception in the inter-war years and have evolved to meet the needs of their local communities, addressing their health, social and sports needs."


A spokesman for Defra explained why Mr Knight was particularly impressed by Teesdale's village halls.


He said: "In an impressive move, Teesdale Village Halls, all 29 of them, have formed a consortium to promote themselves as conference and meeting venues under a Leader Plus project. This has led to increased use of the halls for new activities, as well as traditional ones, all of which are helping them to achieve their goal of sustainability."


Recently the success of this consortium was highlighted when magician Paul Daniels undertook a tour of the dale's halls.


Mr Knight said: "These modern and successful village halls would not have achieved such results if local people and village hall management committees had not had the vision, the commitment and the enthusiasm to make it a success."








HOT TIP!


It has been identified from the health checks that it would be useful for halls to include ‘TVHC Correspondence’ as an agenda item for their management committee meetings. This will help to ensure all committee members of aware of the information that is sent out by the Consortium








Future Meetings and Events in 2005/2006


T@PIT Meeting


Monday 12th December


@Cockfield Community Centre 7pm 





TVHC General Meeting and Networking Event


Date TBC





Teesdale Mercury Advert 


Please note from the New Year the Teesdale Mercury activities advert will appear the last Wednesday of each month rather than the first to ensure all events for the forthcoming month can be included. The first advert will appear on Wednesday 25th January, activities sheets will be sent to halls for amendment after the Christmas break.





Further copies of this newsletter are available on our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��www.teesdalehalls.co.uk� on the Newsletters page
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