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Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) Course (City & Guilds Code of Practice for in Service Inspection and Testing of Electrical Equipment)


Every public building needs to have portable electrical appliances tested, this can be a big annual cost, and TVHC are training eligible volunteers to do it for themselves saving money for community groups.


The training has been arranged, and will run on Wednesdays 21, 28 September and 3 October from 6.00pm - 9.00pm and will be based at The Optimum


Digital Factory, Newton Aycliffe. A 1 hour revision session and online examination is to be arranged as mutually convenient.


The tutor for this course will be Robin Laycock and the fee is £95.00 per person. This will include training, revision sessions, all course material, refreshments and buffet tea each evening, and exam fee to City and Guilds. All course and travel expenses will be funded by Teesdale Village Halls Consortium for eligible volunteers.


If you are interested or require further information, please forward details ASAP with names, home address, and date of birth to Fergus Arkley, Teesdale Village


Hall Consortium 01833 696652 or email � HYPERLINK "http://uk.f869.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk&YY=95646&order=down&sort=date&pos=0&view=a&head=b" �fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk�



































 








Congratulations to all the halls on completing their


Licensing Applications!


We would like to say well done to all the halls for completing and submitting their Licensing Act 2003 application forms. Thanks to all those who attended the licensing workshop at Marwood which was a huge success. The new licence comes into effect on 24 November and you will receive your new licences prior to this date. Until then you operate as you have been doing.


The Licensing workshop was the first of two events funded by DEFRA. A second event will take place in November (details to be confirmed) and halls that have had a representative at both the licensing workshop and the second event will receive up to £100. Details of the event will be sent to all halls in the near future.
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Funding Sources Update


Neighbourhood Learning in Deprived Communities Fund


There is funding available for groups and organisations in Teesdale who are looking to undertake a project or activity with a learning theme. The total amount available from 1 August 2005 – 31 March 2006 is £15,238 revenue and £4,459 capital. An additional allocation of funding will be available for the period April to July 2006. For further details and application forms please contact Andy Leitch, Teesdale Learning Partnership Coordinator on 01833 696243





Teesdale Skills Fund


This funding is for training to help increase the skills levels of workers in Teesdale; this can be either people who work in Teesdale or people who live elsewhere but work in Teesdale. There is 50% funding available for work related training; examples of funding that have already been given are training for tradesmen, a race horse trainer and a marine surveyor. The fund is available until 31 March 2006. For further details and application forms please contact Andy Leitch, Teesdale Learning Partnership Coordinator on 01833 696243





Co-operative Community Dividend


Across the UK, thousands of clubs and community groups are benefiting from the Co-operative Group’s Community Dividend scheme. Millions of pounds have already been raised for all kinds of community projects by committed Co-operative Group Dividend cardholders who want to help improve the life of others. The scheme will fund community, self help and voluntary groups, and community charities or local branches of national charities. Your project must benefit a local community in which at least one of the Co-operative Group businesses trades, have a charitable purpose and be in line with co-operative values and principles. Awards can range from £100 to £5,000, although due to the high number of quality applications, the vast majority of awards given are between £100 and £500. For an application form, please contact Helen or Fergus at TVHC on 01833 696650 or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.co-op.co.uk/communitydividend" ��www.co-op.co.uk/communitydividend�


There are also a number of other ways the Co-operative Group may be able to help your group:


Raffle Prizes: if you are looking for a raffle prize or product, simply go into the local Co-op store and talk to the manager. You will need a letter, on headed paper, about your community group explaining what you want the products for. 


Publicising your group in-store: Nearly every Co-op food store has a customer and community notice board, you can simply go into the store and post your notice on the board


Community Partner Card: Groups can also pool their Dividend, and keep separate Dividend cards but receive one joint Dividend payout, twice a year. This means your group gets money back on each of the purchases made by members of your group – the cash soon adds up! To set up and register a card for your group, ring the Dividend helpline on 0845 090 1456, then encourage your supporters to join the Dividend scheme and transfer their Dividend to your group’s card number.









































Changes to Ambulance Services: Barnard Castle, Middleton in Teesdale and St. Johns Chapel


The Wear Valley and Teesdale Community Networks have organised a meeting between the North East Ambulance Service and the residents of Teesdale and Wear Valley. The meeting will discuss the possible changes the ambulance service is delivered and ways to bring about improvements. Don’t miss this opportunity to have your say! Thurs 1st September, 6.30pm,The Manor House Hotel, West Auckland


For further information or to book a place contact Ann or Joan at 2D on 01388 762220


Transport can be provided if needed.















































REALL (Renewable Energy At Local Level) 


REALL is the rural North East’s branch of the Community Renewables Initiative. It is a Countryside Agency funded programme which helps community groups bring forward their own renewable energy schemes, using the energy from the sun, the wind and wood fuel.   


The groups which may be helped include village hall committees, voluntary groups of all kinds, parish councils, schools, small businesses which play an essential economic role in a rural area, groups of residents, and new groups set up to run schemes.  The group may already have a scheme in mind for which it would like help, or may be in the early stages of thinking through an idea.  


REALL operates throughout Northumberland, in association with the Community Council of Northumberland and throughout County Durham in association with Durham Rural Community Council.  Through the networks of field workers from the two community councils, REALL staff will identify, assess and assist local projects to gain funding. 


Get in touch REALL welcomes enquiries about ideas for renewable energy projects.  For further information, to be invited to events, to be included on the mailing list, or to discuss a potential project, please contact any of the following:


Mervyn Anthony, REALL Project Manager, Earth Balance, West Sleekburn Farm, Bomarsund, Bedlington, Northumberland, NE22 7AD, Tel 01670 823706.  � HYPERLINK mailto:REALL@ccn.org.uk ��REALL@ccn.org.uk� or Melanie Greenwood Project Officer, for Durham on Tel No 01670 823706 – � HYPERLINK "mailto:melaniegreenwood@ccn.org.uk" ��melaniegreenwood@ccn.org.uk�   

















Would you like to train as a Fitness Instructor?


TVHC in conjunction with Teesdale Leisure Services are planning to run an accredited OCR Level 2 Exercise to Music (Aerobics) course this autumn.  The idea of running the course is to increase the capacity of aerobics instructors in Teesdale and therefore to be able to provide more outreach fitness classes in the village halls and community centres across Teesdale.


The course takes 11 days (timetable to be arranged) and there will be funding available for those qualifying as eligible learners. The course will cover aspects such as anatomy and physiology, CPR training, how to design and teach exercise to music in a variety of styles, health and safety and customer care. This course is ideal for anyone looking for a part time job or secondary income whilst keeping fit at the same time. If you would like to find out more or register your interest in participating in the course please contact Helen on 01833 696650 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk�
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ENTERTAINMENT FOR YOUR HALL


Following on from the success of Paul Daniels, the Consortium has received 


interest from other artists who would like to perform in the village halls:


MIDDI


Middi is a country and western solo artist from Darlington who has been touring 


clubs for four years and next year is touring the Mediterranean with P&O Cruises. 


He has also won International Country Vocalist of the Year in Las Vegas. Middi would like to tour the village halls in Teesdale next October/November (2006) when he returns from the cruise ship. In terms of cost, Middi could play a show for £150, 


he would provide all sound and lighting equipment and the shows could be either 1 hour + 1 hour + 20 minute encore or 2 hrs 20 minutes straight through. Middi has sent a copy of his CD to the Consortium so if you would like to listen to it please contact Helen on 01833 696650.


CALEDON


The Consortium has been contacted by Acorn Entertainments who have recommended one of their acts Caledon for village hall shows.


Caledon are Scotland’s Three Tenors and have played a wide range of venues from Hampden Park in front of 50,000 Scottish football fans to small theatres. 


If you would like more information please contact Helen.

















































































































Free Training Opportunities





There are many free training opportunities available through TVHC:


- Basic Food Hygiene Course		- Emergency Aid for Appointed Persons


- Lifesaver Babies and Children	- Early Years First Aid


- Lifesaver First Aid			- Moving and Handling Principles


- Risk Assessment			- Basic Health and Safety


- Portable Appliance Testing		


- Introduction to Managing Community Premises


- BIIAB Level 2 Personal Licence Holder





Please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��www.teesdalehalls.co.uk� for more information on all these courses.


If you are interested in any of these courses or any others not mentioned, please contact Fergus at the TVHC office – 01833 696652
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Learn how to run a successful bar – BIIAB Personal Licence Holders Course


TVHC is offering members of the Consortium the opportunity to undertake the BIIAB Level 2 National Certificate for Personal Licence Holders course for free, it normally costs £150. Even if you have not applied for a personal licence, we recommend it for anyone who runs regular bars. The course will update your knowledge and give you the assurance you need that you are operating correctly. 


The course has been designed to be completed in one day and includes a short multiple choice exam and a comprehensive handbook .The course takes place at the Foresters Hotel in Middleton in Teesdale and upon successful completion you will receive a BIIAB Level 2 National Certificate for Personal Licence Holders.


Courses take place one day a month, the next dates are:


Tuesday 13 September: 9.30am – 5.00pm


Tuesday 11 October: 9.30am – 5.00pm


Tuesday 15 November: 9.30am – 5.00pm


For information or to book a place please telephone Fergus on 01833 696652 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk� 








For further information contact:- 


Rural Network Co-ordinator:  		Marketing Officer:


Fergus Arkley 					Helen Thistlethwaite


Tel : 01833 696652               			Tel : 01833 696650


Fax : 01833 631909 				Fax : 01833 631909


e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk�		e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk� 





ADDRESS: Teesdale Village Halls Consortium, Enterprise House, Harmire Enterprise Park, Barnard Castle, Co. Durham, DL12 8XT





Visit our new look website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls..co.uk" ��www.teesdalehalls.co.uk�  for up to date information on the Consortium and the halls including fulll events listings.











                                            




























































































AVAILABLE ITEMS FOR VILLAGE HALLS


FULL SIZE SNOOKER TABLE AVAILABLE TO A VILLAGE HALL


A full size snooker table is available to any village hall. This is a unique opportunity if you are looking for a new activity for your hall. The table needs a new cloth and would need to be transported from Wolsingham School.            For more information please contact Bill Niblo on 01388 662577 


CUTLERY AVAILABLE


Marwood Social Centre has replaced some of their cutlery and would like to offer other halls the cutlery they have replaced. There are 36 dessert spoons, 30 forks, 9 knives, 30 soup spoons and 8 fruit spoons. This will be available free to any hall who would like them. For information please contact Joyce Cosgrove on 01325 730653


SERVICES FOR HALLS


FRANTASTIC MURALS


Would you like to brighten up your village hall with a mural? There is no limit to size or design and the mural can be from your own design or leave the creativity up to Fran!


For more information contact 07792 560888





FACE PAINTING


Available for children’s parties, christenings, fetes, corporate events etc


Call Michelle on


01388 710119


Mobile: 07766 214902 (Public Liability Insurance held)








If you are interested, please contact Joyce Cosgrove on 01325 730653


 









































Knowsey- Neighbourhood!





The Teesdale Community Network, in partnership with Teesdale Village 


Halls Consortium, are holding Road Shows across Teesdale for people to get to know their neighbourhoods


The event is being supported by the County Durham Partnership and aims to promote community buildings and the activities going on within them. The network is also hoping to raise awareness of its service to the local community and the opportunities available for people to have a say in the services they receive. The evening will include demonstrations from local activities including line dancing, displays, presentations and wine and nibbles. The event is at Toft Hill Community Centre on Thursday 15th September, 7:00 - 8:30 pm.





If you would like your group to be involved or you would just like to see what goes on in your own neighbourhood contact 2D on 01388 762220











Trustee Training


TVHC & the Voluntary Sector Academy have arranged a series of courses addressing the responsibilities of trustees. There will be four courses as follows:


Saturday 8 October:  


9.30am – 3pm


Responsibilities of Managing and Charity Trustees


Monday 10 October: 


6 – 8.30pm


Responsibilities of a Chairperson


Tuesday 11 October: 


6 – 8.30pm


Responsibilities of a Secretary


Wednesday 12 October


 6 – 8.30pm


Responsibilities of a Treasurer


All of the courses will take place at the Witham Hall in Barnard Castle.


Further information on these courses will be sent to halls in the next few weeks.








Nutrition Skills Course Levels 1- 3 


Do you work in the community and frequently asked questions about food? South Durham and Darlington Nutrition and Dietetic Service are running Nutrition Skills courses, covering food and nutrition issues such as healthy eating, eating on a budget, recipe adaptation and much more. For more information, please contact Helen.





New Charity Commission Guidance: The Essential Trustee


The Charity Commission have launched a new guide which explains the duties and responsibilities of being a trustee. The Essential Trustee: What You Need To Know is the first of its new style publications, which has been developed using plain language and bright colours which highlight both legal requirements and recommended best practice.


The guide is currently available from the Publications section of the Charity Commission’s website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk" ��www.charity-commission.gov.uk� or if you do not have access to the Internet, please contact Helen on 01833 696650.





Paul Daniels tour was a huge success!


Paul Daniels has completed his tour of Teesdale village halls after entertaining hundreds of people across the dale with his excellent show. Paul hosted shows at Mickleton, Toft Hill, Bowes, the Witham Hall in Barnard Castle and Butterknowle. The shows consisted of anecdotes about Paul's career, opportunities for the audience to ask questions and a magic show which left audiences amazed by how the tricks were done! The close confines of the village halls made for intimate performances and Paul told the Northern Echo:                                                  


"I love doing the village halls, they are so personal and one big advantage is that everyone knows each other." 


Members of the audience participated in the show and it proved to be an enjoyable experience for everyone involved. They liked it .... a lot!





HOT TIP


Are you spending money you don’t need to?


Not many charities are taking advantage of over 100 different VAT relief’s and exemptions.


One such relief is the reduced rate of VAT on heating and power. Most energy suppliers charge 17.5% VAT, charities are eligible for a reduced rate of only 5% on heating costs. Another relief is Zero VAT on advertising costs a charity carries out, whether it is staff recruitment or a campaign or event. For each relief a charity wishes to take advantage of, they must give their suppliers an eligibility declaration. It is then up to the supplier to ensure that the correct VAT rate applies. 


All guides on these VAT relief’s and exemptions are available from HM Customs and Excise on 0845 010 9000 or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.hmce.gov.uk" ��www.hmce.gov.uk� 





Future Meetings and Events in 2005


Community Support and Information Day – 


Thursday 20 October@


Mickleton Village Hall                            2pm to 7pm


If you are concerned about your group's sustainability then this free drop in event is for you. There will be lots of agencies in attendance offering support and advice.


For information contact Andrew Maxwell on 01388 776688 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:a.maxwell@wvda.co.uk" ��a.maxwell@wvda.co.uk� 











Further copies of this newsletter will be available on our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��www.teesdalehalls.co.uk� 
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