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NEW LOOK WEBSITE!


The TVHC website has recently been completely revamped by Edward Robertson Web Design. The site now features more comprehensive information on funding, training, equipment hire, insurance, cheaper utilities and much more. The website will be regularly updated by Helen so if you would like any information adding on to the site or if you have any new photos you would like putting on please let Helen know.


We will also be introducing a Members Only section on to the site where halls will be able to access information on policies and procedures – information will be sent to each hall in the near future. We would appreciate your feedback on the new site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��www.teesdalehalls.co.uk�


LICENSING UPDATE


Information about the new Licensing Act has been sent out to all the halls by Teesdale District Council and TVHC.


The flowchart that was sent to each hall should help you to determine whether or not your hall requires a Premises Licence. We would advise at this stage that all halls should consider this option and apply to Teesdale District Council for a premises licence application form to see what it entails.


TVHC is then planning to hold a workshop to help all of the halls complete the Premises Licence application forms – each hall will be contacted with regards to this in the near future.


Entertainment Licence Renewals


These renewals need to be sent back to Teesdale District Council with the appropriate fee. This will be good from the 1st April until the ‘second appointed day’ of the transitional period which the initial papers state will be November 2005. Also during this transitional period, applications for variations of existing licences will continue to be dealt with by the current relevant local authority (e.g. licensing justices for alcohol licences, local authorities from Public Entertainment Licences).


If you have any queries please contact Helen or Fergus at the TVHC office on 01833 696650.





TVHC AGM 2005: Special Guest Speaker – Derek Foster


Derek Foster has kindly agreed to attend the TVHC AGM in April. Derek has given the Consortium lots of support over the years and this will be an opportunity to thank him for all his help and support before his retirement later this year. 


The AGM will take place at Hutton Magna Village Hall on Wednesday 27th April, starting at 7pm. Anyone with an interest in community buildings is welcome to attend and there will be a buffet to follow the meeting. We would like to see representatives there from all the halls if possible as the future direction of TVHC will be outlined.
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Future Meetings in 2005


TVHC Management Committee Meeting – Wednesday 16 March @ Gainford Village Hall





T@PIT Meeting – Thursday 17 March @ Butterknowle Village Hall





TVHC AGM – 


Wednesday 27 April @


Hutton Magna Village Hall


Anyone with an interest in community buildings is welcome to attend the AGM





Facing the Future beyond 2006 – Continuation Training for Existing Projects –


Tuesday 15 March@


The Jersey Farm Hotel


This is a training day covering projects currently operating in the Teesdale and Wear Valley areas funded through SRB5&6, ESF, ERDF, LEADER +, various Lottery distributors and DEFRA. For more information please contact Fergus on 01833 696652.
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Funding Sources Update


Year of the Volunteer 2005 - Small Grants Programme                         2005 is the Year of the Volunteer. Volunteering England, in partnership with BitC, The Media Trust, TimeBank and Youth Action Network, Youthnet, are distributing small grants in order to enable and encourage more people to participate in the Year by taking action to address the needs of their own communities. They want to fund activities that are conceived, owned and delivered by individuals or groups of individuals and which benefit the local community.                                                                                                  Size of grants                                                                                                  Grants of £500 - £1,500 will be available to individual people or informal groups of people (e.g.: a group of work colleagues) to organise a project or activity in their area which will make a difference to their community  OR                                                                                                                  Grants of £1,000 - £4,000 will be available to formal groups and societies (e.g.: parent’s groups) and not-for-profit organisations (e.g.: registered charities; schools) to support individual people to organise their own project or activity                                                                                               OR                                                                                                                   Grants of up to £6,000 are available to consortia of groups or organisations that want to work in partnership with each other to support individual people to organize their own project or activity


All activities funded by a 2005 small grant must aim to involve new people in the planning and delivery of the activity. If you have access to the internet please visit the website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.volunteering.org.uk" ��www.volunteering.org.uk� If not, please contact Helen or Fergus who will be able to send you all the application information.


Microsoft Community Learning Awards                                      Community groups that provide IT training are being invited to apply for grants from computer company Microsoft. The aim of the Microsoft Community Learning Awards is to support community groups and charities across the UK who are tackling digital exclusion by providing opportunities for disadvantaged young people and adults to learn about information technology through community-based technology and learning centres. ��The Microsoft Community Learning Awards 2005 will distribute 30 awards of £2,500 to community groups and charities across the UK. This is your opportunity to tell Microsoft how you are already providing IT training and how a grant from Microsoft could enhance the contribution you are making in your community. They are looking for innovation and evidence of the difference that £2,500 could make to your community project. Perhaps a grant would enable you to increase the number of volunteer trainers and their skills which would, in turn, improve the quality and quantity of IT training you can offer. Or perhaps a grant would enable you to extend your IT training to reach new people within your community, addressing key issues which today prevent them taking part in your activities.


The deadline for applications is 24 March 2005. All the information including terms and conditions, application guidelines and downloadable application forms are available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ukcommunityawards.com" ��www.ukcommunityawards.com�


Learning Fund


There is funding available for groups and organisations in Teesdale who are looking to undertake a project or activity with a learning theme. The total amount available is £5,526 revenue and £1,472 capital to be spent by 31 March. An additional allocation of funding will be available for the period April to July 2005. For further details and application forms please contact Andy Leitch, Teesdale Learning Partnership Coordinator on 01833 696243.


�For further information on funding, visit the Funding page on our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��www.teesdalehalls.co.uk�

























































































Developing Sustainable Community and Voluntary Organisations in Teesdale


TVHC and Teesdale Enterprise Agency are working together on a project that aims to work with community and voluntary sector organisations in Teesdale to:


- Help each organisation prepare a viable plan for sustainability


- Develop a marketing strategy, including cost effective marketing activities


- Define organisational aims, objectives and governance


- Identify and consult with stakeholders


- Define individual roles and responsibilities i.e. job descriptions


- Identify future funding requirements and future sources of funding/income


- Carry out organisational training needs analysis and provide developmental opportunities for both managers and volunteers


- Provide advice on the development of organisational handbooks/ operating systems etc.


The project will include:


- Business Plan


- £500 towards marketing costs


- Contribution to room hire


- Out of pocket expenses i.e. childcare 


- Assistance to identify potential sources of funding


Eligibility:


The organisation must reside in a transitional area. These areas are:


Barnard Castle Wards	


Ingleton


Startforth East	


Startforth with Boldron


Streatlam and Whorlton


If you are interested in finding out more, please contact Fergus on 01833 696652
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2D Training Courses


2D are running the following information sessions in March through funding from the OVN Voluntary Sector Academy:





Effective Money Management: Wed 30 March 4 – 7pm Ingleton Village Hall


This half-day session is designed to provide existing Treasurers with the opportunity to review their existing skills, learn additional skills and ensure that current practice is of the highest quality. The session focuses on 3 specific aspects of effective book keeping. Each session contains a significant practical element so that participants use the financial tools being described.


Participants are expected to be already confident in day-to-day record keeping using income and expenditure columns, and understand how to keep receipts to from an audit trail.


The three main aspects covered are as follows:


Spreadsheets and analysis


Trial Balances


End of year reports 


A final session, notes and queries¸ provides an opportunity for participants to raise any question they might have about bookkeeping in general or issues raised by the session in particular.





Conflict Resolution: Thurs 31st March 1pm – 4pm Butterknowle Village Hall


This session covers a wide range of issues including:


Understanding how conflict arises


Finding common ground


Seeking and agreeing solutions


Empathy


Seeing opportunities of threats


The influence of personal values


In a half-day session, it is worth considering:


Outlining how conflict can occur- picking up a little on personal values, opportunities and threats.


Using most of the session on finding common ground- giving participants practical experience within workshops to address conflict situations


Conclude with drawing in about seeking and agreeing solutions.


This session is a hands on workshop type with lots of role-play, etc.





Turning Strategies into Actions: Thurs 31st March 4:30pm – 7:30pm Butterknowle Village Hall


This is a session on action planning, focusing on three areas:


Moving from broad strategies to specific goals


Setting milestones


Recognising and anticipating obstacles


This session provides practical examples, using participants’ own strategies they are developing in order to maximise potential benefits.


Participants will leave with a clear idea as to how to make a good idea/strategy a reality, how that strategy can be planned for, and tracked from bright idea to completion. The section on obstacles will recognise that in any process of development things rarely run exactly to plan and the unexpected will occur. The session provides strategies for dealing with this.





If you would like to attend any of these sessions please contact 2D for a booking form on 01388 762220 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:enquiries@2d.org.uk" ��enquiries@2d.org.uk�





Volunteer Fundraisers Needed


Teesdale Community Radio and Barnard Castle Football Club are looking for volunteers to assist them in fundraising. If you have a fundraising background, or would like to gain experience in fundraising, please contact Kevan Swain, Teesdale Volunteer Coordinator on 07714 285886 or 01833 696702.
































Action Packed Futures 2005


This sustainability event will be taking place on Sunday the 19th of June at Whitworth Hall, Spennymoor. In June 2003 and 2004, the Action Packed Futures Steering Group, made up of  LA21 team members of the County, District and Borough Councils of County Durham and representatives from Groundwork West and East Durham and the She's Gott It! organisation worked in partnership with over 200 companies, organisations and groups to arrange the very successful 'Action Packed Futures' events. The aim was to encourage members of the community to learn about and adopt practical action to help create a more sustainable future and improve quality of life. Many organisations, from community and voluntary groups, to public sector agencies and businesses, took the opportunity to showcase their contributions and ideas.We would like to offer Community Groups and Organisations to take part. You can fundraise, sell, do various activities or just display what it is your Group does. If you would like to join in then please contact the office by telephone on 0191 3709559, or e- mail � HYPERLINK "http://uk.f869.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=enquiries@actionpackedfutures.com" \t "_blank" �enquiries@actionpackedfutures.com� or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.actionpackedfutures.com/" \t "_blank" �www.actionpackedfutures.com� for further information.


Rent-a-Band                                                                                                   TVHC has received publicity from a company called Rent-a-Band who book professional bands for functions, events, receptions and private engagements throughout the UK. These bands include Tribute Bands, Jazz/Swing, Dance/Steel, Ceilidh and Scottish, Irish, Medieval, Soul, Reggae, 60s – 90s Pop/Rock, Country, Folk, Pipe, Latin-American, South American, African, Indian and Bavarian, Bierkeller and Classical from String Quartet to Harp.If you would like more information please visit their website at   � HYPERLINK "http://www.rent-a-band.org" ��www.rent-a-band.org� or you can telephone them on 01924 441441 or if you contact Helen, a leaflet can be sent out to you.


Band for Fundraising Events                                                                Daytripper are a Teesside based band playing 60s, 70s and Rock and Roll music. They play for charity and fundraising events and therefore only charge a nominal fee to cover expenses.  The contact person for the band is Mike Cullingford on 01642 870063


Free Training Opportunities


There are many free training opportunities available through TVHC:


- Basic Food Hygiene Course		- Emergency Aid for Appointed Persons


- Lifesaver Babies and Children	- Early Years First Aid


- Lifesaver First Aid			- Moving and Handling Principles


- Risk Assessment			- Basic Health and Safety


- Portable Appliance Testing		


- Introduction to Managing Community Premises


- Computing for Beginners


- Internet (Beginners)


- Introduction to Digital Imaging and Photography





Please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��www.teesdalehalls.co.uk� for more information on all these courses.


If you are interested in any of these courses or any others not mentioned, please contact Fergus at the TVHC office – 01833 696652























Guitar Instruction Beginners Classes


Fred Rudkin of Harmony Music is running a 10 week beginners course on guitar instruction at the Witham Hall on Wednesday mornings from 10 - 11am beginning Wednesday 20th April. The course content will include how to play a three chord song, playing chords, playing melodies using Tab, understanding notes, scales to help your technique, warm ups, manual guitar tuning, basic guitar knowledge, good practice habits, the use of a Capo and strumming. Upon completion of the course you will be presented with an end of course certificate. To book a place or for further information please contact Fred Rudkin on 01833 637203


Teesdale Village Halls Consortium Is Kindly Supported By:


���


��

















Focus on Teesdale


A Photographic Competition for the Teesdale Calendar


This competition aims to assist Teesdale residents of all ages to develop their skills as photographers and to encourage new photographers 


Twelve photographs will be chosen to appear in the Teesdale 2006 calendar. Each photographer will receive a reproduction fee of £25 and a credit in the calendar. One of these twelve photographs or a thirteenth will appear on the front of the calendar and that person will receive an additional £25 prize money. The calendars will be on sale at local retailers and there will be a showcase exhibition of all the entries at the Castle Gallery in the Witham Hall. The closing date for entries is Tues 22 March. If you would like an entry form please contact Helen or Fergus on 01833 696650





TEAM – UP IN TEESDALE


Car sharing saves money and reduces traffic. A Teesdale car-sharing database is now available to help you car share. It can be used by anyone who lives, works or studies in the Teesdale area. It includes special software into which you can enter your details, and search for people travelling the same way. You can also use the database to find someone to give you a lift. You can find the Teesdale car sharing service at � HYPERLINK "http://www.durham.gov.uk/carshare" ��www.durham.gov.uk/carshare� or for more information on travel issues in Teesdale please contact Steve Day, Rural Transport Partnership Officer on 01833 696204





























VILLAGE HALL TOP TIP











DIY SOS


The BBC programme DIY SOS is returning soon with a new challenge! The team will be going out into the community to help worthy projects with a building rescue. If you think your building is in desperate need of expert building skills, get in touch with the team! To apply to be on the show email � HYPERLINK "mailto:khalid.khan@bbc.co.uk" ��khalid.khan@bbc.co.uk� or telephone 0117 974 6614





For further information contact:- 


Rural Network Co-ordinator:  		Marketing Officer:


Fergus Arkley 					Helen Thistlethwaite


Tel : 01833 696652               			Tel : 01833 696650


Fax : 01833 631909 				Fax : 01833 631909


e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk�		e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk� 





ADDRESS: Teesdale Village Halls Consortium, Enterprise House, Harmire Enterprise Park, Barnard Castle, Co. Durham, DL12 8XT


Visit our new look website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls..co.uk" ��www.teesdalehalls.co.uk�  for up to date information on the Consortium and the halls including fulll events listings.











                                            


















































































































































Further copies of this newsletter will be available on our website in the near future: � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��www.teesdalehalls.co.uk� on the Newsletters page
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