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Teesdale Village Halls Consortium update





All Halls Insurance Project


Thanks to all the halls that sent in their insurance details. At the moment, as each premium is up for renewal we are receiving very competitive quotes from a number of insurers through our brokers Endsleigh insurance. 





The Witham Hall’s premium was due in June.  Their current insurers quote increased by approx. £300; through the project their premium was floated on the market and a designated charity insurer has saved the hall 25% off their insurance this year with an added bonus of a 3 year term.


So if you haven’t already, please contact the Consortium with your insurance details and renewal dates, so we can work on getting you a better deal.





TVHC AGM 2004


This years AGM was held at Evenwood and Ramshaw Community Centre on Tuesday 27th April. One of the main points of the meeting was the expansion of the Consortium. We welcomed two new Members: Barnard Castle Parish Hall was voted a full member and Newsham Village Hall, an associated member. Sadly our Vice Chair Rosemary Thompson resigned her post; she would like to thank everyone for their support and friendship over the past 10 years and wishes all the halls good luck in the future. Mary Prince from Evenwood and Ramshaw Community Centre was elected to replace Rosemary as Vice Chair.





Annual Report


If you would like a copy of Teesdale Village Halls Consortium’s 2003 Annual Report please contact Fergus or Helen





T@pIT project hailed a huge success!


Teesdale Village Halls Consortium’s three year IT project comes to an end on 30th June after helping to establish nine computer centres in village halls around Teesdale. The computer centres have attracted hundreds of users and have helped to improve Teesdale’s availability of IT facilities. The nine centres at Barningham, Bowes, Cockfield, Eggleston, Evenwood, Hutton Magna, Mickleton and Stainton Grove have excellent facilities including up to date software, high speed internet connection and wireless connections. After June the technical support and internet costs will continually be supported by TVHC. If you have any queries regarding this project or would like to confirm your interest in future ICT projects that are being developed please contact Fergus.



































Community Champions





Teesdale Village Halls Consortium is an intermediary for the Community Champions grant award scheme. Community Champions is managed by Government Office for the North East (GONE) on behalf of the Department for Education and Skills (DFES). The Consortium welcomes projects that member halls or associated user groups would like to develop, the maximum grant is £2000 for each individual, and this grant can be 100% of all project costs. So if you have an idea for any projects please contact Fergus ASAP because grants are going fast.








Future Meetings in 2004





TVHC Management Committee Meeting – Wednesday 7th July 7.00pm @Lands Village Hall





T@pIT Group Meeting – Thursday 23rd September 7.00pm @ Bowes Village Hall
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There will be 12 "heads" of charitable purpose rather than the existing four. The presumption of public benefit is removed so that all charities must demonstrate that their purposes are for public benefit. There is no statutory definition of public benefit, which is given the same meaning as it currently has in charity law.


· The Charity Commission will become a statutory corporation with objectives, functions and duties defined in the Bill.


· There will be a new Charity Appeal Tribunal allowing appeal from all formal decisions of the Commission.


· Small charities need no longer register if they have income of less than £5,000. All excepted and some exempt charities will be subject to registration, although initially these rules will not apply to charities with income under £100,000.


· More flexibility is introduced to the powers to change charitable purposes which may no longer be appropriate, including new provisions relating to failed charitable appeals.


· The Charity Commission is given extended powers to require charities to take specified action, to give advice and guidance, and to enter premises.


· The thresholds determining whether a professional audit is required are changed.


· A new type of legal entity, the charitable incorporated organisation, which is an adaptation of the company limited by guarantee structure, is introduced.


· There will be a statutory power for trustees of charities to receive payment for services they provide to the charity, subject to certain safeguards.


· The powers of unincorporated charities to change their constitutions are extended.


· The powers allowing small and larger charities to spend their "permanent endowment" funds are extended significantly.


· The statement required by professional fundraisers and commercial participators when raising funds for charity is redefined.


· The Secretary of State has a reserve power to control fundraising, which gives the flexibility for government intervention should the sector fail to regulate fundraising itself. The Secretary of State can impose good practice requirements on those raising funds.


· There will be a unified system for regulating public charitable collections. Promoters will need a certificate of fitness issued by the local authority. Additional permits are required for collections in public places, and the local authority must receive notification of house-to-house and local short term collections.��The full text of the bill is available on the Home Office website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/comrace/active/charitylaw/index.html" �www.homeoffice.gov.uk/comrace/active/charitylaw/index.html�. 
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Village Hall Management Hot Tip


Are your Water Rates costing you too much?





Paying a one off annual charge for your water rates may be costing your hall to much. These rates are calculated with constant use in mind, whilst at your hall the water may only be used occasionally over the week. Asking for a water meter to be installed can make massive financial savings for your hall, so contact your supplier for details on how to have a meter installed.











Draft Charities Bill - A Summary


Summary of the main points of the Draft Charities Bill, which was published on 27th May 
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Conference in Teesdale Project�The Consortium’s new marketing project ‘Conference in Teesdale’ was 


launched at a social event at Bowes Village Hall on 30th March and attracted over 70 people from local businesses, community and voluntary organisations and representatives from the village halls. Each hall was presented with £150 towards marketing materials to promote their hall and everyone enjoyed the event. The brochures were produced in time for the launch event and have now been sent out to over 100 businesses, groups and organisations. It is also on display in the Tourist Information Centre, Barnard Castle Library, the Council and the Sports Centre reception.


There has been excellent feedback on the brochure with lots of requests for more brochures and praise for the quality and the usefulness of it.


The website has been attracting lots of visitors, over 1000 since it went online on February which has well exceeded our expectations. 


The Central Information line at Enterprise House is set up and we are receiving regular enquiries such as people wanting to run courses in the halls or participate in courses and people wanting contact numbers for hall bookings. The large Consortium advert is appearing monthly in the Teesdale Mercury and is generating interest in activities and events going on at the halls.


Early indications show that halls bookings have increased since the project began, please let us know if this is the case with your hall.





Equipment Hire


Through the Conference in Teesdale and RDP projects the Consortium has purchased a variety of equipment that can be lent out to any of the halls.


The equipment includes:


Foldaway OHP


Easel, paper and pens


Two sets of exhibition boards


Flat screen TV (can be connected up to a laptop for presentations)


Dictaphone


Leaflet display stand


A set of eight laptops 


If you would like to lend any of this equipment please contact 01833 696650.





Fundraising


Helen ran the 5km fun run at Raby Castle over the Whit Weekend and through sponsorship has raised £150 for TVHC. The money is planned to be spent on a late summer event for all the halls volunteers and their families to attend – details of this will be sent each hall.


I would like to say a big thank you to all the people who sponsored me – Helen.


Action Packed Futures 2004


Aykley Heads Estate in Durham will play host to a free, fun-filled day for all to find out more about green and sustainable lifestyles in the 21st century this summer. ‘Action Packed Futures 2004’ will take place on Sunday 4th July from 11am – 5pm. The event will have a programme of entertainment throughout the day as well as a number of hands-on activities and interactive displays that will offer information and advice for those who want to find out more on a wide range of themes including: the home, travel and transport, shopping, food, healthy living, energy efficiency, leisure, ‘the great outdoors and the environment. Visitors will have the opportunity to walk around a virtual village that will be created at the site complete with shops, homes, school, a health centre, a community zone and a village green. 


TVHC is having a display at the event to raise the profile of the Consortium and the village halls. If you would like further information or would like to get involved please contact She’s Gott It on 0191 3709559, visit the website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.actionpackedfutures.com" ��www.actionpackedfutures.com�.




















BT Community Connections is the nationwide award scheme which connects thousands of community and voluntary groups to the Internet.


Voluntary and community groups across the UK can apply for awards worth more than £1000. The package includes an NEC multi-media personal computer and a contribution towards the cost of internet access for one year. In addition, BT is pleased to be working with Microsoft who are donating software including Microsoft Office as part of an enhanced winning package.


In the last two years of the scheme more than 3,400 groups have been enjoying the benefits of being connected to the World Wide Web.


To find out more and to apply online or download an application form please visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.btcommunityconnections.com" ��www.btcommunityconnections.com�





The Health and Safety Executive  


Has introduced a new campaign into the management of asbestos. The new duty of care campaign has been introduced promote new legislation to tackle the biggest occupational killer in the UK (3500 people last year). The legislation points out that all non resident premises must take reasonable steps to determine the location and condition of materials likely to contain asbestos; presume materials contain asbestos unless there is strong evidence that they do not; provide information on the location and condition of the materials to anyone who is liable to work on or disturb them.  For more information on your responsibility please call O870154500 or visit www.hse.gov.uk/campaigns/asbestos/index.htm





 www.hse.gov.uk/campaigns/asbestos/index.htm




















Free Outreach Career Guidance in your Local Community Centre





Guidance is a service to help individuals in the community to identify education, training and employment needs to enhance career opportunities to achieve personal and professional goals.


Contact Karen Bilton on 07764 269256 or 08000926506 for further information or to arrange an appointment





TVHC Training Diary





First Aid Training course @ Saint Mary’s Parish Hall Barnard Castle. 9.30am- 4.30pm 1st July





Advanced Health & Safety course details to be confirmed please contact office to register interest 


























TEESDALE VILLAGE HALLS CONSORTIUM ON TOUR!!


If you would like to find out about the Consortium and what is happening in the village halls in Teesdale, please come and see us at these great family days out over the summer:





Saturday 19th June


Eggleston Carnival from 2pm


Saturday 26th June 


Toft Hill and Etherley Carnival 12 – 4pm


Saturday 10th July 


Staindrop Carnival 1.30 – 4.30pm


We will have a stand at these events. If you would like further information please contact Helen on 01833 696650





Welcome Host


A one day Welcome Host training course is taking place on Friday 2 July from 9.15am – 4.30pm at Cotherstone Village Hall.


The training aims to help volunteers understand the needs of people hiring the halls and deals with delivering service excellence, communication, providing information and advice and boosting business.


The Welcome Host qualification is nationally recognised and is delivered by Northumbria Tourist Board.  If you would like to book a place on the course, please contact Helen on 01833 696650 before Friday 18th June.





BT Community Connections

















For further information contact:- 


Rural Network Co-ordinator:  	Rural Network Assistant: 


Fergus Arkley 				Helen Thistlethwaite


				


Tel : 01833 696652               		Tel : 01833 696650


Fax : 01833 631909 			Fax : 01833 631909


e-mail: fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk	e-mail: helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk








                                            

















Do you or your community need training





There are lots and lots, of free training opportunities available through TVHC for you and your village hall user groups,





Book keeping 			-	Grow your own IT tutor


Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) -	Digital Photography


First Aid, 				-	Web Site Design


Food Hygiene			-	E-Mail/Internet


First Aid for Baby and Child, 	-	Health and Safety,


Customer Service 			-	Hospitality 


Introduction to Managing Community Buildings


ECDL (European Computer Driving licence)








A course ran in your hall will raise the skills of the community, generate income through rent for your centre, and help support TVHC to achieve L+SC targets.


If you are interested in any of these courses, or any others not mentioned, 


please contact Fergus at Teesdale Village Halls Consortium office 



























































Teesdale Village Halls Consortium


Enterprise House


Harmire Enterprise Park


Barnard Castle


DL12 8XT


Visit our new website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��www.teesdalehalls.co.uk� for the latest activities and news on Village Halls in Teesdale. 
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