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The Can Do Exchange is about creating a place where active people and organisations in the community can exchange resources, network actively and learn from each other’s experience. It can be really difficult to find good information. It can also take a lot of time to get in contact with people who can help. Could your constitution be useful to somebody else? How many languages do we speak between us all? How often is the local minibus used? Would it be interesting to get in touch with the people running a similar project somewhere else in UK? Is your workspace big enough?





About Us


More than 300 people have been helping The Scarman Trust to develop The Can Do Exchange. 


Following the National Launch on 11th December 2003, we are entering an exciting development phase- to build the bank of resources and sign up 50 partners, over 500 organisations and thousands of individual members.





How does it work? 


The Exchange is a web site with a powerful search facility that allows users – it is completely free for individuals – to find the resources they want at the press of a button:  Equipment; Transport; Skills; Venues; Information; Services; Goods; Knowledge. Services and resources can be offered, just as easily, by filling out a page and sending it to the site.





How do I join?


If you have access to the internet, just log on to � HYPERLINK "http://www.candoexchange.org" ��www.candoexchange.org�  and you will be asked to follow 4 simple steps to register as a New User.





Join the Can Do Exchange and access resources such as Office equipment – transport – meeting rooms – work spaces – courses – case studies - policies – constitutions – funding information – job If you have not got easy access, can you ask friends or family to help out. You could also call your nearest office for help. They could ring you back and register you while on the phone.





Be he change, join the Can Do Exchange on � HYPERLINK "http://www.candoexchange.org" ��www.candoexchange.org�


0870 420 7976



































Calor Village of the Year Competition County Durham 2004


Is your village thriving? Are you the kind of community that relishes a challenge? So if your village has an active community life and is taking a pro-active stance to dealing with issues facing those who live there, then why not consider being part of the competition. For further information call Sara-Jane on


01207 529621   





Future Meetings in 2004





TVHC Management Committee Meeting – Wednesday 17th March 7.00pm @Witham Hall





Teesdale Community Conference- Saturday 20th March 9am-3.30pm @ Glaxo Social Club





TVHC Conference in Teesdale Project Launch- Tuesday 30th March 6pm-8pm @ Bowes Village Hall





TVHC AGM – Tuesday 27 April 7.00pm @ Evenwood and Ramshaw Community Centre 
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To launch the Teesdale Community Network and celebrate the contribution that the community & voluntary sector makes within area the first Community Conference has been organised in Teesdale.





The “Make Your Mark” Conference will focus on how local people, community & voluntary groups can affect the challenges which Teesdale faces in the future and will raise the profile and work of the Teesdale Community Network which, has been established to ensure that the voice of the community and voluntary sector is heard.





The event has attracted keynote speakers, Holly Yates from the National Council for Voluntary Organisations and Gillian Fortune form Durham Rural Community Council.  Mike Bettison from the Community Network will chair the Conference.





A series of workshops will take place throughout the day and include a workshop focussing on Volunteering which will look at how new people can be encouraged and become included in community activities.  A Roof Over Your Head will consider how to influence housing needs from social housing through private landlords to new developments. 





It is recognised that a Teesdale of the future must meet the needs of children; young people & families this will be explored in a workshop entitled The Next Generation.  The Opportunity to find out how the health agenda has been moving on and take a look at what is in place and how local people can affect changes to the way heath services are delivered will be undertaken in a Health Development Workshop.  





Getting About in Teesdale will look at transport, the barriers which prevent people from accessing social & leisure activities, training & education, work\ services and how the development of Teesdale transport needs can be directed by the community.  Environmental issues are important and these will be explored through the Greener Future for Teesdale workshop.  


A thriving Teesdale requires education, training and learning opportunities, which satisfy the needs of the local economy.   The Access to Opportunity workshop will consider how to influence local opportunities, which will meet the changing economic needs.





The Conference will take place at the Glaxo Social Club on Saturday 20th March and has been organised by 2D (CVS) and the Teesdale Community Network.  A range of voluntary and community organisations and public service providers have provided support and assistance.


Attendance at the Conference is free of charge and includes lunch, childcare and transport to the event is also available at no cost.  Places must be booked in advance, for a Conference information pack and booking form contact 2D telephone: 01388 762220 or pick up a copies from the Learning Shop, Market Place, Barnard Castle or from the Teesdale Community Network which is based in Enterprise House, Harmire Business Park, Barnard Castle.









































Teesdale Village Halls Consortium Is Kindly Supported By:
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Teesdale Village Halls Consortium receives Award





In December I was invited to a Learning and Skills Council showcasing success event for European Social Fund projects. At the event TVHC received official recognition of achievement for contribution to making a difference in County Durham. The award recognised the value and high standard of training that we deliver to volunteers in Teesdale.








Teesdale Community Conference


Make Your Mark
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Rural Network Project


In December 2003, after a long wait, the Consortium can confirm that we have secured a new contract with County Durham Learning and Skills Council. The contract is for an initial 2year period with the option for a 1year extension if the project is performing well. 





This contract will cover the running costs of the consortium, including core staff costs, office expenses, marketing (monthly adverts) and meeting and volunteer expenses. 





The most important element of this contract is the delivery of training. The consortium will be contracted to deliver accredited training to volunteers in Teesdale. The training will be available free of charge to anyone living in Teesdale. Please look at the Training page to see what training opportunities are available to you. If you have a specific training need please contact Fergus to discuss if we can help.





Insurance


After receiving a couple of requests for information on insurance from volunteers from halls, I have started a new project to look into the possibilities of purchasing a group insurance policy. I am working with Endsleigh Insurance brokers who specialise in Charity insurance, to try and float the idea on the market and see if any Insurance companies will be interested due to economies of scale (e.g. 20 halls guaranteed at a discounted price is better than 1 at a high price.) In the next week each hall will receive a form for you to fill out to try and ascertain some base line information to work from.    





TVHC AGM 2004


This years AGM is being held at Evenwood and Ramshaw Community Centre at 7.00pm on Tuesday 27th April. There will be progress reports on all the projects the consortium is involved with; the meeting gives you the chance to influence the future direction of the consortium.  Sadly this will be the last AGM that our Vice Chair Rosemary Thompson will be involved with. After many years of volunteering and giving the consortium valuable time and effort, she has decided to stand down from her position. This will leave the position of Vice Chair available to anyone who would like the opportunity to influence the management of the consortium, and give effective support to the member’s halls. Like any charity we need volunteers to be members of the management committee, a member would be invited to attend Management meetings which are held 8 times a year to give input on the running of the consortium  and to appraise grant applications.





 It will be much appreciated if a member from each hall could attend the meeting, to find out what’s new and to show support in the work we do.  





T@pIT


We have just received the funding for last year (02/03) for the T@pIT project, the delay has been due problems with NOF, the funding agency. Due to this delay the decision about the third year (03/04) extension still hasn’t been confirmed. If this extension is confirmed, the project will end in June 04. The consortium is currently looking at future funding solutions to maintain the support for computer centres. In trying to design a new project we are inviting any halls that would like to be a part of any future projects involving IT facilities. If you have any queries regarding this project or would like to confirm your interest in future ICT projects please contact Fergus.











 

















The launch event of the new marketing project: Conference in Teesdale will take place at Bowes Village Hall on Tuesday 30th March from 6.00pm – 8.00pm. Four members of each management committee will be invited and it will be a social event with a buffet provided.





The event is to enable all of the halls to come together to see how the project is progressing and to have an opportunity to see the new website, brochures and to discuss other exciting new ideas!





As the importance of marketing has been highlighted by this project, each hall has been allocated £150 to spend on promotion and marketing materials including the use of our new logo.





In order to claim this money we require an invoice from each hall for £150 made out for “Marketing Materials” It is then important that one representative from each village hall attends as we will be presenting bankers drafts to each hall on the evening.





As this event is for committee members only, there will also be an open event for the public prior to this, taking place from 4.00 – 6.00pm at Bowes Village Hall. This is for anyone with an interest in village halls and will be a drop in where people can come to find out more information.





I look forward to seeing you all there.  Helen


























TVHC Training Diary


Disability Equality Training Course @ Evenwood and Ramshaw Community Centre Thursday 4th March 9.30am-4.30pm





First Aid Course@ Middleton Village Hall Tuesday 9-16th March 6-9pm





Disability Equality Training Course @ Mickleton Village Hall Wednesday 10th March 9.30am-4.30pm





CommuniGate Web site design training @ Mickleton Village Hall Wednesday 10-17th March 3-5pm





First Aid Baby & Child course@ Bowes Village Hall Tuesday 16-23rd March 9.30-11.30am





Website and Internet Course, dates to be confirmed




















Community Champions


Teesdale Village Halls Consortium is acting as an intermediate for the Community Champions grant award scheme. Community Champions is managed by Government Office for the North East (GONE) on behalf of the Department for Education and Skills (DFES). The consortium welcomes projects that member halls or associated user groups would like to develop, the maximum grant is £2000 for each individual, and this grant can be 100% of all project costs. So if you have an idea for any projects please contact Fergus ASAP because grants are going fast.








Booking Scheme Pilot


We will be undertaking a pilot provisional booking scheme for Eggleston Village Hall. This will involve the office taking provisional bookings for the hall, then liaising with a designated volunteer to confirm the booking. The scheme aims to gauge the feasibility of a central booking system and to alleviate the work load on volunteers. The project will begin and can be discussed at Eggleston Village Hall AGM @7.30pm Friday 12th March





Marketing Project Launch Event








Teesdale Village Hall Consortium update











For further information contact:- 


Rural Network Co-ordinator:  	Rural Network Assistant: 


Fergus Arkley 				Helen Thistlethwaite


				


Tel : 01833 696652               		Tel : 01833 696650


Fax : 01833 631909 			Fax : 01833 631909


e-mail: fergus@teesdalehalls.co.uk	e-mail: helen@teesdalehalls.co.uk








                                            

















Do You Want Training





There are lots and lots, of free training opportunities available through TVHC,





Portable Appliance Testing (PAT),


First Aid,


First Aid for Baby and Child


Health and Safety,


Food Hygiene


First Aid for Baby and Child


ECDL (European Computer Driving licence)


Digital Photography


Web Site Design


E-Mail/Internet


Customer Service





If you are interested in any of these courses, or any others not mentioned, 


please contact Fergus at Teesdale Village Halls Consortium office 



























































Teesdale Village Halls Consortium


Enterprise House


Harmire Enterprise Park


Barnard Castle


DL12 8XT


Visit our new website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesdalehalls.co.uk" ��www.teesdalehalls.co.uk� for the latest activities and news on Village Halls in Teesdale. 
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